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of the age of Rudradaman, and those of Vatsa Bhatti and Harisena of the Gupta age. Those must be taken as the antecedents of the Historical Kavya, Dandies definition of a Mahakavya which allows the poet to take his plot either from an Itihasa or from a historical event shows beyond doubt that the literary treatment of a historical plot was not altogether unknown.
; Harsha charita
The first important work of a decidedly historical Bature is the Harsha charita of Bhatta Bana, belonging to the first half of the 7th Century A. D. We have in the Harsha charita a combination of history and romance so that we cannot take the work as historical in the sense of a chronicle. In the preface to the book Bana has paid his tribute to his predecessors in literature and has thus left for us a record of his literary antecedents. The poets and the works mentioned by Bana are Vyasa, Vasavadatta, Bhattara Hanchandra, Satavahana, Pravarasena, Bhasa, Kalidasa, Brihatkatha Und Adhyaraja. The historical value of the Harsha chadta of Bana is attested by Hiouen T'Sang, the Chinese traveller, who has corroborated some of the itetails found here in the course of his record of his travels in India during the very same period. Though the total amount of historical materials gathered from tie book is meagre and though there is in it an intemmgiing of fact and fancy, the book is one of ^important sources for the history of Harsha-of Karo^ whose court the poet himselfbenevolent acts of the rulers. Among such inscriptions may be mentioned the Girnar and the Nasik Inscriptionshe 12th century A. D.
